There is a lot of talk today in church circles about being missional in our approach to the local church. But
what is the mission and what are missionaries and what should we do about both?

I know that misinformation and an incorrect perception of what a missionary was and what they did kept
me from responding positively to what | knew to be my God given
purpose.

There was a popular insurance commercial on TV that used
the catch phrase “everybody knows that!”. | think when it
comes to missionaries and partnerships with them, the
presiding thought is everybody knows that.

But | have discovered that everybody doesn’t know that. This
doesn’t make people evil or unintelligent but there are a lot of
folks who are either un-informed or mis-informed. It would be
impossible to cover every aspect of missions in one article.

But | do hope to begin to shed enough light on the subject to help those who are called respond and go,
and those who are called to send, respond and send.

Just the terms Mission and Missionary conjure up a variety of responses in people, some very emotional
and this could be either negative or positive. A lot of negative response is elicited from foreign nationals
from nations who have long been the recipients of missionary influence. Some of the negative
connotation can be understood when you uncover things that have been done under the pretense of
being on mission for Jesus Christ. And although we should not hide from the facts of the negative past or
adverse results of misguided organizations or individuals, we must come to terms with the reality that the
church, a.k.a. the Body of Christ, has a presence in many of the nations on the planet because someone
dared to go.

We should applaud and appreciate those who have gone before us and make our modern-day
missionary efforts possible. Every aspect of what it takes to do missions or ministry in other nations other
than our own is easier because of someone else doing something before us. The Body of Christ is God'’s
idea every part is to supply to accomplish the common purpose of mission. Thank you to our partners!

Together we are reaching the four corners of the earth with the Ilght of the gospel!
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