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Non-biblical beliefs
• One who comes from a rich 

country, advanced in education 
and technology.

 

• The goal is to make others like 
Americans or any other culture 
that a missionary originates.

• He comes to help those less 
fortunate by starting schools, 
hospitals, agricultural projects, 
and also by preaching the 
gospel simply because of his 
background.

• The Great Commission is for a 
special group of Christians 
called to cross-cultural ministry.  

Biblical meanings 
• Missionary comes from the 

Latin Word “mitto” which 
means “ to send”.  The Greek 
word is “apostello”. Missionary 
(noun) is not found in the Bible. 
Ephesians 4:11 uses the word 
apostle (Greek, “sent one”).

• A missionary is someone sent 
with a commission from a 
higher authority (John 20:21).

 

• According to Scripture, every 
Christian is to either go or send 
(Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 
16:15-16; John 15:16, 20:21; 
Rom. 10:14-17).

• Missionaries are people sent 
by God to bring His Word and 
the power of salvation into the 
world.  Sending implies going 
(Romans 10:15).

• The sender who remains 
behind and the one who is 
actually sent out are 
accomplishing the work 
together. The reward is the 
same (1 Sam. 30:24).

THE mISSIONARY
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Having established that not every 
believer can be a Christian 
Missionary, but every believer must be 
a Missionary Christian, it is 
important to clearly 
define both.

A Missionary 
Christian would be defined 

as a person who has embraced the 
life of Christ to the extent that it has 
transformed their daily life and 
conduct to the point of being distinctly 
like Christ.

They are intentional about their role in 
fulfilling the great commission through 
their influence, both with others of the 
community they live and by 
partnership with those who go to other 
nations and cultures.

A Christian Missionary is one who, 
in addition to living like Christ, has 
been called or selected by the Lord to 

go to other nations and/or 
cultures with the purpose of 
advancing the Kingdom of 
God. 

This calling or God given 
purpose begins with God.  It 
is not by the plan of man 
and will be recognizable to 
others.

It is a work apart from the 
local church.  Biblical 
example provides 
understanding that the 
work is a separate work 
by virtue that it is 

ministry to a different group of 
people in another place.

The paradox is that although it is a 
separate work it remains an integral 
part of the mission of the local church, 
other churches and individuals as 
they partner together with the 
Missionary in sending them.

No one is excluded from the Lords 
commission.  Every believer has a 
responsibility in the globalization of 
the gospel.  The concept of every 
nation having value did not originate 
with any political party. God has 
always had a multinational agenda.

DIFFERENT TYPES OF MISSIONARY CHRISTIANS
• Field missions (aka foreign based) missions
 Work that is carried out or done outside of one’s national boundaries 
 (Mark 5:19,20; Luke 8:38-39; John 1:36-50, 4:28-30).
• Home missions
   Work that is carried out or done inside one’s national boundaries  
 (Mark 1:3539; Luke 8:22-25; Acts 1:8, 8:5-8, 16:1; Gal. 4:4, 34-37).
• Itinerate missions
 The itinerant missionary differs from foreign based missionary or home 
 missionary that is based in one location, in that an itinerant missionary 
 moves from nation to nation, perhaps randomly as the Lord leads, or in 
 a regular scheduled circuit.
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No matter what part of this missional mix one identifies 
with, either going as a Christian Missionary or sending as 
a Missionary Christian, the mandate comes from God.  
But God has always worked through man to accomplish 
His plans and purposes.

We partner with God and each other to fulfill the mission 
of Christ Body in the earth.  The scripture is very clear in 
using the analogy of a body of diverse parts that 
function with interdependence of each other.  Problems 
are sure to follow when any one part decides it has
more importance or greater authority than another 
member.  

Itinerate missionaries are often misunderstood as a result 
of the necessity of having multiple church partnerships.  
Their ministry and influence extends beyond the realm
of one local church.  This in no way means they will not 
have a Pastor or local church from which they are based.

Our modern missionary environment has ample 
opportunities for all types of missionaries to be very 
active. The field missionary lives on the field and 
establishes a permanent residence with the mission field 
in question.

The itinerant missionary comes to the field to complete a 
project of some kind.  The length of time often varies 
depending on the need and the project.  Upon the 
completion of the training, or project they move on to the 
next location or return to home base to prepare the next 
mission or assignment.

Contemporary missions is leaning more toward placing 
the responsibility for evangelism, church planting and  
discipleship upon the benefited indigenous population.

Under this contemporary philosophy of missions, the work 
of the missionary is to equip the indigenous leadership 
and church to do the ongoing work of the ministry (Eph. 
4:11).  More and more, even field missionaries, who live 
on the field among the people group in question, realize 
that their emphasis must be on equipping local 
believers to plant a permanent work.

m&m’s to be cont...

 THE ITINERATE mISSIONARY= mOBILE mEMBERS OF THE BODY

Over the past 27 years, Steve and Cindy Shoop have invested their lives in 
ministering the Gospel of Jesus as missionaries. Their passion for helping 
people has provided them with the opportunity to serve in a variety of ministry 
positions, as well as the privilege of living in three different countries in Africa.

Today, Steve and Cindy reside in the state of Ohio after living 25 years in 
southern Africa. Steve continues to express his gift in ministry both in the 
United States and the nations of the world. Steve has a passion in developing 
leaders who are established in God’s love, grace and peace that comes 
through the righteousness of faith. GTI’s vision is found in their ministry slogan, 
“Training for Life, Training for Ministry”. GTI exists to empower leaders by 
training them in doctrine that is solidly based in gospel truths combined with 
practical ministry experience.
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 “For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is 
Christ.  But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you’; nor 

again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’  Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.”
 ( 1 Cor 11:12,20,21,27)
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