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• As of April 2012, there were 
approximately 7 billion people on 
Earth. 

• Approximately 750 million (or about 
11 percent) of those are willing to 
claim Jesus as personal Lord and 
Savior.

•  About 2.6 billion people (or 38 
percent of the world's population) 
have heard the gospel but have not 
accepted Christ yet. 

• At present, just over 50 percent of 
the world's population (or 3.5 billion 
people) have not heard the gospel 
and most of them do not have a 
realistic opportunity to hear the 
gospel.

•  About eighty thousand (80,000) 
people die daily.

• Over three thousand two hundred 
(3,200) die each hour, many have 
never known Jesus. 

• More people on the earth know of 
Coca Cola than of Jesus.

• Christian Leader Oswald Smith said, 
“ No one has the right to hear the 
gospel two, three or ten times while 
billions have never heard it once.”

There is a lot of talk today in church 
circles about being missional in our 
approach to the local church.

But what is missions and what are 
missionaries and what should we do 
about both?

I know that misinformation and an 
incorrect perception of what a 
missionaries was and what they did 
kept me from responding positively 
to what I knew to be my God given 
purpose.

There is a popular insurance 
commercial on TV that uses the 
catch phrase “everybody knows 
that!”.

  I think when it comes to missions 
and partnerships with them, the 
presiding thought is everybody 
knows that.

But I have discovered that everybody 
doesn’t know that.  This doesn’t 
make people evil or unintelligent but 
there are a lot of folks who are either 
un-informed or mis-informed.

It would be impossible to cover every 
aspect of missions in this one article.  

But I do hope begin to shed enough 
light on the subject to help those who 
are called respond and go, and 
those who are called to send, 
respond and send.

THE WORLD IS OUR mANDATE
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 

is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 

of the earth. 

And when he had spoken these things, 
while they beheld, he was taken up; and a 
cloud received him out of their sight” 
(Acts 1: 8-9)

 “Power” - referring to power in action (i.e., 
miracles, ability, mighty works).

 “Witness” - one who demonstrates his 
testimony with a show of evidence.
 “Uttermost” - inner, hidden, remote, 
last part of the frontier.
It must be done before He comes again. 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the world as a witness to all 
the nations, and then the end will come.

(Matt. 24: 14)

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
(Mathew 28:18-20)- JESUS

m   m   of  mODERN mISSIONS’s&

INTELLIGENCE

GOSPEL TRAINING INTERNATIONAL                                         JANUARY 2015 



! PAGE 2

Just the terms Mission, Missionary conjure up a variety of 
responses in people, some very emotional and this could 
be in the negative or positive.  A lot of negative response 
is elicited from foreign nationals from nations who have 
long been the recipients of missionary influence.  Some 
of the negative connotation can be understood when you 
uncover things that have been done under the pretense 
of being on mission for Jesus Christ.

And although we should not hide from the facts of the
negative past or adverse results of misguided
organizations or individuals, we must come to terms with
the reality that the church, a.k.a. the Body of Christ, has a
presence in many of the nations on the planet because
someone dared to go.
  

We should applaud and appreciate 
those who have gone before us and make our modern 
day missionary efforts possible.  Every aspect of what it 
takes to do missions or ministry in other nations other 
than our own is easier because of someone else doing 
something before us. 

THE ELDER, To the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth: 
Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in 

health, just as your soul prospers. For I rejoiced greatly when 
brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as 

you walk in the truth. I have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children walk in truth. Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you 
do for the brethren and for strangers, who have borne witness 

of your love before the church. If you send them forward on 
their journey in a manner worthy of God, you will do well, 
because they went forth for His name’s sake, taking nothing 

from the Gentiles. We therefore ought to receive such, that we 
may become fellow workers for the truth. (3 John 1:1-8).

The Apostle John wrote 3 John to a man named Gaius in 
part to commend him for his expressions of love toward 
fellow ministers of the gospel. Evidently some itinerant 
missionaries had visited John’s church with a report 
about how well Gaius had treated them.

There are two different categories of Christians that John 
mentions. First are those whom he identifies as “brethren 
and strangers.” These are Christian Missionaries, 
people who have left home to carry the gospel of Christ to 
others. Then there is Gaius himself, who stands as a 
wonderful example of a Missionary Christian.

These two different categories of believers 
highlight an important missiological axiom: 

Not every believer can be a Christian 
Missionary, but every believer must 
be a Missionary Christian.  

m&m’s to be cont...

 THE mISSIONARY

mISSION 2014 SUMMARY
Do to our faithful “Missionary Christian” partners (churches and individuals),  I was able to minister in Bible colleges in the 
nations of Myanmar, Ethiopia and Zambia.  As a result of a generous eleventh hour contribution at the end of the year we 
were able to invest in all three colleges by supplying text books for the subjects I taught in all three nations.

In between travels I have been honored to serve families of loved ones and 
others in our community through memorial services as well as speaking in 
churches.  I also was able to complete a Masters in theology and currently 
considering additional studies for this year.

This month of January has been set aside for seeking the Lord for direction for 
this year.  Although we have the mandate to go, there are times for waiting.  This 
is one of those for us, Please pray with us as we seek clarity for the year.

Steve and Cindy resided in sub-Saharan Africa for twenty-five years, ministering in most of the countries of that region.  
Relocating to the United States in 2013 they now live in Ohio.  Steve continues to lead Gospel Training International 
traveling the world teaching in Bible colleges, ministers conferences and local churches with a passion of training the 
next generation of ministers in the power and purpose of the gospel. 
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